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Lord,  

We come before you in praise of your mighty ways.  By your Grace you have brought us 
into fellowship with You.  

Prune away all our sins and nurture our faith to be full of Your Spirit that lives in us.  
Bring us to know of your call on our lives and to bloom each day.  Help us to firmly plant 
your seeds of hope, love and grace in all whom we meet.   

Help us to do this together in GFS as we grow and expand our horizons always keeping 
our eyes fixed on you.  We ask this in Jesus precious name.  Amen. 

Dear GFS, KidsPlus and Kidzlink friends,  

I have been writing school newsletters over the last few 

weeks wondering where the year has gone and now as I 

sit to write this I am wondering where not one year but 

3 years have gone.  Soon we will be meeting in Hobart to 

share the highlights of our three years and to look 

forward to the three years ahead.  It is an exciting 

prospect to contemplate the many blessings we have 

received during this time and to find out just where God 

had been leading us.  I know that we are all very 

different people but when we meet as GFS there is 

something that is a core feature and we feel all the same 

– an infectious enthusiasm that brings all people in to 

experience the family of God busy at work.  Belonging to 

GFS is the best possible thing that can happen when it 

opens the way to know more about our amazing God.  In 

three years we have been able to lift to our God so many 

prayers – prayers of thanksgiving, prayers for help in 

many different circumstances and prayers to constantly 

seek out God’s will for our lives.  Though geographically 

separated by vast distances, we are brought together as 

we pray for the simple and complex things of living.  

Many bits of technology also bring us together more 

effectively, faster and with bright flashing colour.  They 

help to share good news, snippets of daily life and to 

seek comfort with the sadder news.  And our response 

to this news sharing is to lift it in joyful praise to our 

God.   

I want to thank everyone who has contributed to this 
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From The Bible: 

“”He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David.  He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 

Luke 1:32-33 
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have had to question my faith and in that grow a 

little more in my understanding of it and resolve to 

stay strong.  I have witnessed so many acts of 

kindness and care from GFS members, always 

humbling to stand beside them.  My waist line has 

grown and so have a lot more grey hairs – all proof 

that I have been able to enjoy life for three more 

years.  Perhaps I now have my new goals for the 

next three years as I attempt to undo some of 

those gains! (nothing but a firmer resolve for more 

exercise and less food plus a trip to the hairdresser 

won’t fix). 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas once again my 

prayer for everyone is that they might appreciate 

the awe inspiring event that it was then and still is 

today.  I pray you can find some quiet time to 

consider this in the midst of the rush and bustle that 

takes us away from the real “reason for the season” 

into a flurry of activity that can lose the 

preciousness of that small baby bound for our glory.  

And then a short time later some of you will be 

arriving in Hobart for a taste of a milder summer 

and a very warm tropical welcome.  I am certainly 

looking forward to that time together. 

In GFS love and prayers, 

Julie 

 

 

 

For the final edition of Grapevine I have asked 

(pestered again) some of the executive people to 

share some thoughts with you… 

 newsletter at some stage throughout the three 

years.  It has really been a team effort.  So many 

have willingly sent photos, news or other bits 

when asked (pestered often!) and this helps to 

build up our sense of understanding of each 

other’s particular walk in GFS.  My thanks goes to 

Barb also who takes my written notes and makes 

them look so much better in the newsletter format 

and then is responsible for addressing letters and 

emailing others out to you.   

I would also like to thank you for the opportunity 

to serve as Chairman over these three years. It has 

been a very humble time to appreciate the many 

wonderful people who make up our GFS Australia 

body.  We have people who have belonged to GFS 

for so many years and are faithful witnesses to 

serving their God and offer wise insights into our 

organisation.  We have people who faithfully meet 

with girls and boys each week, week in and week 

out to inspire those children and help them to 

meet God.  We have younger members who are 

full of enthusiasm and want to share it with 

everyone,( as we also have some of our older 

members! ) All of us called into the organisation of 

Christian people to share the good news that Jesus 

came at Christmas and died for us at Easter.  One 

amazing gift.  

 I have been thankful for the many opportunities I 

have had to grow over the past three years.  I 

have found myself doing things that certainly 

weren’t in my comfort zone but each time I have 

been given strength, words to say, a little of the 

understanding needed by God, who else could 

have helped me out? I have found friendships 

strengthened as I have had opportunities to really 

work alongside people and come to know them 

and quite often to rely on them so much more. I 

have met new people some who live within my 

diocese, our nation and overseas – who have 

become friends because of our links in GFS.  I 
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From the Executive……... 

From our Chaplain, Reverend Cheryl Selvage: 

“And He will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father,  Prince of Peace.”          Isaiah 9:6b 

I wonder how much Peace you are finding in your 

home this Christmas?  For that matter, how much 

Peace are you experiencing in your life right now? 

When all around the world, war and civil unrest 

rage and the news fills our TV’s and our minds 

with images of the very darkest side of the 

human world, remembering, for many that this is 

their reality.  Where do we find our Peace?  

Where is God in all this?   

As I stood beside a colleague at work just 

yesterday and listened again as he told his story 

of how people from his home village had again 

been lined up, asked to read the Quran, and for 

those who could not, they were shot then and 

there.  He asked rhetorically, “What can we do?” 

as he shrugged his shoulders.  

For many this year as Christmas approaches, 

there will be unbelievable hardship, tragedy, and 

a sense of hopelessness and yet others will be 

celebrating and having fun and enjoying all the 

gifts of life.  “What can we do?”   

We can remember what it means to be able to 

freely rejoice that He came to be the saviour of  

the world and to be Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father,  Prince of Peace, to the 

whole world. 

When we reflect over our year as GFS and the 

wonder of World Council and the family we share in 

Christ may we take time to seek the wise counsel of 

our Lord, when things get tough and unspeakable; 

may we trust our Mighty God to lead us to the land 

of His promise when we get lost, may we feel the 

safe embrace of our everlasting Father when we 

don’t know what to do and may we find the Prince 

of Peace in each other.   

Love and Prayers, 

Cheryl  (National Chaplain) 

 

And from Gail, who is our current Vice Chairman, 

looking forward to commencing her term as 

Chairman in January, 2015 

Dear Friends, 

As we draw towards the end of another year it 

always give us a chance to reflect on what has gone 

before us and what we still wish to achieve for the 

remainder of 2014. For some of us the year has 

been one of travel , some of us have had  some 

time in hospital, whilst others have found 

themselves looking after those who are near and 

dear to us. 

This time of the year always seems to be the time 

when everything happens & we are all busy. I 

wonder if  it is something to do with the changing 

seasons , the blossoming of the flowers in our 

gardens , the start of daylight saving and everyone 

wanting to enjoy as much time in the outdoors as 

we can.   Perhaps it  is also a time for us to think  

about the  seasons of our Christian journey and to  



4. 

From the Executive……... 

Nicole (Left) and Gail. 

 

And from our World President, Val 

Reflections on Executive membership 

It is always a privilege and joy for me to serve on 

Executive.  I am quite sure I have been too long on 

executive – since 1985 with the exception of one 

term.  Each term I ponder on why I would like to 

serve another term and I know it is because I feel 

so passionate about GFS and its future and that 

God calls me to use my skills.  

I have particularly enjoyed this term on executive 

and Julie’s quiet and dedicated leadership.  Her 

theme on growing has been thought provoking 

and each executive meeting we have spent 

valuable time reflecting on our role in growing GFS 

and for growth in our Christian life.  

I look forward to Gail’s leadership as I begin what I 

rejoice in the growth that is occurring each day 

as we continue on the way.  We should take 

time to feed, nourish and tend our faith so that 

it will grow and produce fruits for others to see 

and share in its bounty.  

May your garden be plentiful. 

Gail   

From Nicole who will be the new secretary 

from January… 

Hi! It is my privilege to have been asked by Gail 

to be her Secretary for her term as Australian 

Chairman. So who am I? My name is Nicole 

Baldwin. I live in Morpeth with my two teenage 

daughters, Catherine and Rebecca. I work in the 

banking sector and spend most of my day 

talking to people. It’s great, I get paid to talk!!! I 

enjoy spending time with family and friends, 

walking and reading, just because I can. I love 

being a part of the parish of Morpeth, where I 

am a youth group leader, amongst other things. 

Being involved in parish ministries and with a 

variety of age groups has given me a great 

appreciation of the value of community. I am 

passionate about community building and 

sharing God’s love for all people. I am really 

looking forward to being a part of GFS and our 

ministry for girls and women in Australia and 

throughout the world. I am also looking forward 

to getting to know you over the next three years 

and meeting those who will be at Australian 

Council in Hobart.  

Nicole 
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From the Executive……... 

 And from Noeleen, our Treasurer, some news 

from Perth 

Caravan trip to Esperance 

We headed off on our second caravan trip for 

2014 to Esperance—8 hours south east of 

Perth!  We spent 3 days there and 2 travelling, 

we had 21 children attend each of the 2 days 

we ran the holiday club.  It was extremely well 

received and the parents (and children) were 

very keen for us to come back again each 

holidays!   

 

am sure will be my last term on executive, this 

time in the privileged position as World 

President. 

Val Gribble 

The GFS World Theme Prayer 

2014—2017 

Gracious Lord, guide our footsteps that we 

might walk in your wisdom as we act to serve 

you.  Rekindle afresh in us our spiritual gifts that 

we might transform ourselves and others, 

serving the whole body of Christ through GFS.  

Make us worthy of our calling to service through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.         AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Tegan, our 

Junior Delegate, and world Youth Officer 

 

Greetings to everyone.  I hope you all have a 

very happy and holy Christmas, and look 

forward to meeting many of you in Hobart. 

 

We hope you enjoy reading Tegan’s interview 

with Michelle Armitage, the Junior Delegate 

from Ireland. 

 

Tegan will be on placement in Tasmania for a 

time in 2015, so we wish her well with that, and 

assure her of our prayers and support. 
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From the Executive……... 

  Perth Christmas Pageant 

For many years we have been privileged to be 

part of the Channel 7, City of Perth Christmas 

Pageant on the Nativity Float.  As Christians it is 

a privilege to be able to keep the “Christ” in 

Christmas at this special event held in Perth 

each year.   The children love participating and 

sharing in the excitement of the event.    
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From the Executive……... 

 

 

for ministry. This involved running workshops 
related to children’s ministry, bible study 
techniques, music and guitar workshops, workshops 
on conflict  resolution, programs for children and 
whatever else we could offer. We were warmly 
welcomed by each village, many with songs specially 
written for the occasion, they shared their food with 
us, showered us with such generosity, showed us 
their way of life and engaged in many conversations 
with us, including some basic language classes in 
Gogodala and Aramba. 

As a team, we used Paul’s words in Romans 1:1-12 
to guide our preparations and attitudes for the trip. 
We did not head into this trip with the idea that we 
were going to teach the PNG people what we knew. 
Instead, it was much more about what we can learn 
from each other, to encourage one another in our 
faith and equip each other for God’s mission in the 
world. We certainly felt we were achieving this in 
the short space of time we were able to spend with 
these faithful servants of our Lord Jesus. 

I was particularly encouraged in my conversations 
with Pastors’ wives at the local villages. It was a 
privilege to hear their stories of faith, their struggles 
and joys and to pray with them.  Isn’t it wonderful 
to be a part of God’s family, no matter where we 
live? As a GFS member who has attended a number 
of World Councils I already had a sense of God’s 
wider family, but this has broadened my perspective 
even more. I was certainly blessed by being a part of 
this trip and look forward to hearing how God grows 
and strengthens His people in the Western Province 
of PNG as we together partner in the Gospel. 

If you would like to hear more, I will be at our 
National Council Meeting in Hobart and count it a 
privilege to share some stories with you, particularly 
the one about the 20 chickens!! 

 

From  Helen Petering: 

Short Term Mission in Papua New Guinea 

Can you imagine what it would have been like for 
Jesus as he rode on the donkey through the 
crowd of people singing praises to God, waving 
palm branches & laying them on the ground for 
him to walk over? Well, I had some similar 
experiences on my recent trip to Papua New 
Guinea in October. Two of the villages I visited 
welcomed the small mission & ministry team I 
was a part of just like this. It was incredibly 
humbling. 

Our GFS groups at St Alfred’s, in North Blackburn, 
have been supporting Andy, Mif, Theo and 
Annabelle Little, a young family from the church, 
for 3 years as they serve through Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (MAF) in Kawito, in the Western 
Province of Papua New Guinea. We have raised 
money through Shush-a-thons (where the girls 
get sponsors to remain silent for one hour), sent 
them cards, gifts and children’s ministry 
resources, and prayed for them. So it was a great 
privilege that I was able to join with four other 
people from the St Alfred’s community to visit the 
Little family and engage in a 17-day short term 
mission and ministry trip, to see life in PNG first 
hand. 

Our time in PNG was based in the Western 
Province of the country, beginning in Kawito, then 
travelling to other villages by boat and plane, 
such as Kaniya, Ballimo and Kiriwo. Kawito is a 
remote MAF base where Andy provides flight 
services to the local people in the Province. It also 
has a small bible college, training pastors for 
ministry in the Evangelical Church of PNG. Mif 
provides basic medical assistance to the locals, 
which is much needed, and also engages with the 
women of the community as well as beginning to 
home-school Theo (now aged four). 

The main purpose of our trip was engage with the 
local churches and assist in training their leaders 
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From the Executive…….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s program in Kawito 

Saying goodbye in Kiriwo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singing song in Kaniya 

 

And, last but not least, from our Secretary, Barb. 

When Julie asked me if I would accept the 
position of National Secretary, I knew it was 
something that had to be committed to prayer.  I 
shared this with my Rector and Associate Priest 
and together we committed it to prayer to seek 
God’s will.  After a couple of weeks I felt confident 
that  I had the answer. 

My fifty three years of membership of GFS, which 
covered all branch and most Diocesan positions, 
was about to be thoroughly tested!  I think I have 
passed the test ………...at least I hope so! 

One of the most rewarding parts of being 
Secretary has been designing the layout of “The 
Grapevine”.  Thank you all so much for your 
positive feedback—it has meant a lot to Julie and 
I.  It has been great to meet so many of you face 
to face.   There are many names I have known for 
a great number of years but have not been able 
to  put a face to those names until becoming 
Secretary. 

I thank God for the wonderful experience of 
serving Him as National Secretary of this 
organisation that has been so big a part of my life; 
for the support and renewed interest in GFS from 
the members of my parish congregations of St 
James and St John’s New Town and St Andrew’s 
at Lenah Valley, several of whom are still faithful 
members of GFS; and for the support and 
encouragement of our five children and their 
families.   

I wish Nicole all the best as she take over. Please 
uphold her in your prayers.        

Barb 
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Chairman’s Visit to Newcastle 

 
Audrey Fuller also encouraged the group to 

consider their assistance and support for Gail – all 

will be revealed in January about that project!! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reverend Sonia left Wales to be home in time for 

her ‘promotion’ to Archdeacon in the diocese – 

well done Sonia and our love and prayers as you 

continue to serve the diocese in this way.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above  (LtoR) are Gail Orchard, 

Kath Reynolds and Julie Smith. 

I was delighted to be invited to share the world 

day of prayer with the GFS in Newcastle. 

And so I travelled up there to stay with Gail 

Orchard.  We were able to visit Kath Reynolds at 

her nursing home a few days before.  Kath was 

bright and chatty, enjoying her new home and 

making friends with the other residents.  It was 

great to catch up with one of our previous 

Australian Chairman.  

I also had the privilege of meeting Nicole who 

will be Gail’s faithful secretary and a great 

friend in their three years guiding GFS Australia. 

I was a bit surprised to hear Gail say we were 

going to Cardiff, since I hadn’t packed my 

passport but I was recalling all the great things 

of Cardiff I had visited in Wales.  I was assured 

that this one was only half an hour away and 

didn’t need a passport at all.  It was a reminder 

of the strong Welsh background with miners 

who set up the area many years ago.  Maybe 

our world isn’t so big after all! The day 

promised to be warm (remember I think like a 

Tasmanian here) but that was nothing to the 

welcome I received.  Visiting any group of GFS 

people is just like stepping into a group of 

friends.  We were treated to a service in the 

beautiful St Thomas’s church in Cardiff using the 

service prepared by New Zealand.  Warm 

welcomes were made by Canon Kathryn Bowyer 

and Reverend Sonia Roulston and the music 

flowed. I had an opportunity to share a 

favourite children’s story that highlighted hope 

and then it was off to lunch.  The ladies of the 

parish served us a delicious lunch before Gail 

and I shared the highlights of World Council.  

We had a display of Japanese items to 

encourage thinking about the World Project.  
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Chairman’s Visit to Newcastle 

 
Newcastle GFS members (and friends) gathered for their World Day of Prayer.  

I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October I also had the opportunity to share the World Day of Prayer with my own Tassie members at 

their service.  We even had some visitors from the north as Anne Richardson and Leonie Stitz travelled 

to be with us.   
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Prayer Needs 

 We lift before our Lord those how mourn.  

We pray for Janet Waite from New Zealand 

as her husband recently passed away having 

been sick for quite a while with Janet as his 

carer. We pray for Reverend Rowena Kemp 

from USA as she returns to Nassau following 

the passing of her mother.  

 We bring before you some of our members 

who are unwell.  We pray for Sue, Rhona, 

Rosemary, and Jacqui, who are not able to be 

with us in Hobart for the council meeting.   

We ask for healing and for comfort to endure 

the pain.   

 We pray for our friends in GFS in other 

countries suffering from natural disasters as 

we remember those in the Philippines with 

the typhoon, those suffering with Ebola and 

its effects on families and communities.  

 We pray for those who are celebrating and 

give thanks for all that is good and joyful in 

our lives – for new babies, for finishing school 

years and graduations, for Christmas 

celebrations and for the changes of seasons. 

 We give thanks for the time of Advent and a 

time to prepare our hearts and minds as we 

ponder on the gift that is Christmas.  May we 

be ready to find again a joy of Christmas 

when it dawns again this year.   

 We remember those for whom Christmas is 

not a joyful celebration through many 

different life circumstances, memories and 

past wrongs.  Keep these people in your 

loving care and may we respond with 

kindness to help where we can.  

 We pray for those travelling to Hobart and 

the preparations being made for their arrival.  

We pray for the usual tropical sunshine and 

clear skies for the time we are together.  

 We pray for Gail and Nicole and the new 

executive team as they prepare to continue 

to lead and serve in GFS in Australia.   

 

Dear Friends 

Thank you for your kind messages and prayers. I 
feel loved and strengthened by knowing you were 
all there travelling along with us. It has been a joy 
to care for David during the last year of his life and 
we had a lot of fun. 

People were touched and comforted by his funeral 
service and much was said of his compassion and 
his ability to give of himself for others. He is missed 
greatly. 

I am so pleased we had four children. They all 
remind me of him 

With love and best wishes for a very happy 
Christmas. 

Janet Waite 

New Zealand 

 

Well done David, my good 

and faithful servant. 

 

 

 

. 

  Thank You….Thank You….   
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WORLD PROJECT 

 

Val has had a request for some urgent release of funds if possible 

towards the world project.  There is a full report in the World Newsletter 

from Asako in Japan about their latest developments.  The work with the 

women and children surviving the tsunami is going ahead in leaps and 

bounds and they need more machines for sewing and goods to go with 

this.    

If you have any money to pass on for world project, please do so to the Australian Treasurer (Noeleen) 

and she will pass on our donation.  Perhaps you could come prepared with details at Australian Council?  

 

 

I’m really excited to have just found a lovely recipe for a beautiful white clay for 

modelling. It will air dry to a smooth surface (unlike playdough) and is easy to 

manipulate.  It has a lovely feel so might be more tactile friendly for anyone who is 

sensitive to the touch of such things.   It’s also gluten free for anyone who tries to 

eat it (which isn’t really recommended). One batch will make enough for at least 10 

children to make some small ornaments.  

2 cups bicarb soda (a 500g packet) 

1 cup cornflour (half a packet) 

1 ½ cups water  

Mix until smooth and not lumpy, then stir constantly over a low heat until it looks firstly like lumpy 

mashed potatoes and then it will smoothly join together.  Tip onto a cornfloured board and leave 

covered to cool down.  Knead until pliable and smooth then let loose 

with kids.  It will harden when left to dry – we left it a week between 

Sunday school sessions – not sure of how long is the minimum time 

needed.  The air temperature and humidity may affect the hardening 

process. 

It can be coloured before cooking or painted (or left its beautiful white).  

 

Christmas Craft 
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A Final Message from the Grapevine Gardener 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When left to its own devices my garden has taken 

on a rather forlorn look.  The weeds are flourishing 

though and some plants are looking quite 

overgrown.  All in all it isn’t the best it could be. 

Without attention it has really failed to flourish. 

The vegetable patch is hard to find amongst the 

weeds.  The silver-beet has sprung up but quickly 

bolted to seed and not worth eating.  Some things 

keep on going, despite my inattention – at least for 

now.  The bottlebrush is brilliant red at the 

moment – a Christmas touch for free.  

I wonder about our friendships when we don’t put 

in much effort to consider our friends – do they 

flourish? Do they survive for a while and then fade 

away? Do they wait dormant until we rekindle 

them?  

I have friendships that have survived a quiet time, 

life’s circumstances take us on different paths and 

later those paths cross over and there is a renewal 

of friendship. It is quite encouraging to find out 

that there really was a deep and lasting friendship 

made in the initial period.  The new friendship 

period merely picked up where it last left off.  

I have had other friendships that do finally peter 

out and the links seem to be broken, not to be 

restored.  There is a sadness when you realise that 

is now the case. Perhaps it is just going to have a 

very long period of ‘quiet’ before being restored 

but I doubt if it will ever have the passion and 

interest that once existed.   

And how about our 

relationship with God? I 

know that I am guilty of 

finding times when I take 

it all for granted, ignore 

the times to be putting in 

the effort through prayer 

(that isn’t waylaid by my 

wandering mind) or really 

reading my daily 

devotions (instead of 

skimming over the words). Will we find that with a 

lack of attention the relationship dwindles away? 

The good news is that it doesn’t.  We have the 

prodigal son to remind us how we will be 

welcomed back, regardless of where we have been 

or there is the lost sheep – much rejoicing over one 

who is found.  

I have plans for my garden in 2015 and I am also 

going to find more time to put into my faith life 

too.   

Happy growing!  
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