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Girls’ Friendly Society 

New Branch Essentials 

An enthusiastic advisor is the first element needed to establish a Girls Friendly Society (GFS) 

branch. However, the foundation of a successful branch is laid with thoughtful preparation and 

requires the support of the congregation and its leadership. 

Initial Process Prior to Establishing A GFS Branch 

1. If there is no GFS established in the diocese, the permission of the diocesan bishop is 

required. If GFS is already an established organization in the diocese, obtain approval 

from your rector/vicar to establish a GFS branch at your church. 

2. Review the Leader’s Tool Kit (found at www.gfsus.org >Forms/Links >Ideas and Forms 

for Leaders) to understand the basics of the GFS program and to learn the rules and 

policies to provide for the protection of members. 

3. Recruit at least one adult assistant to help at meetings, which is required in order to 

comply with the GFS Standards for Prevention of Sexual Misconduct. (found at 

www.gfsus.org >Forms/Links >GFS-USA Documents). All adults who work with the GFS 

program must complete Prevention of Sexual Misconduct certification as required by 

their diocese.  

4. Meet with the Branch Development Committee or President of your diocese to receive 

additional advice or assistance in establishing your branch. 

5. Complete a GFS Charter Application and submit it to your diocesan president (or the 

GFS-USA president if GFS is not currently established in your diocese). 

 

Establishing a GFS Branch at Your Church 

1. Plan a place and time for meeting. Request this information to be added to the church 

calendar, website, bulletins and newsletters. 

2. Plan financing. Possible financing options are: 

 Ask to be added as a line item of the church’s budget, 

 Establish an affordable dues schedule for members, 

 Consider fund-raising activities, 

 Request start-up funds from the diocesan GFS board. 

GFS-USA provides $100 of support to every branch that remits its Annual Branch 

Report (found at www.gfsus.org >Forms/Links >GFS-USA Documents) in a timely 

manner. 

3. Recruit members. 

 Send out emails and postcards to prospective members. 

 Personally invite girls to join. 

 Post announcements on bulletin boards at church and in the community. 

 Host a table at Back to School Night if your church has a school on site.  
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4. Hold a parents meeting. 

 Request the attendance of the parish priest and a diocesan GFS representative 

at this meeting. 

 Introduce parents to GFS membership requirements. (found at www.gfsus.org 

>Get Involved >Join Us) 

 Establish expectations for their support, such as providing snacks, assisting at 

special events, and encouraging cooperation with the GFS volunteers. 

 Pass out packets containing the basic forms that the parents should fill out.  

 Explain the uniform policy. (found at www.gfsus.org >Get Involved >Join Us) 

Planning Ahead to Prevent Headaches! 

1. Prepare a calendar for the year of planned meetings and activities.  

2. Prepare a binder to maintain attendance records and other necessary forms. 

3. Use the Branch Report Form (found at www.gfsus.org >Forms/Links >Ideas and Forms 

for Leaders) to properly report the activities of your branch to the diocesan board.  

Have fun! 

Gather girls and leaders to enjoy the friendship and support of each other, serve your 

community, and deepen the faith and understanding of all those involved. Every branch has its 

own style depending on the interests of its leaders and members. There are many ways to fulfill 

the purpose of the GFS Motto, Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens (Galatians 6:2). Do everything 

you can to create a program that meets the needs of its members. 

 


