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Lord,  

We come before you in praise of your mighty ways.  By your Grace you have brought us 
into fellowship with You.  

Prune away all our sins and nurture our faith to be full of Your Spirit that lives in us.  
Bring us to know of your call on our lives and to bloom each day.  Help us to firmly plant 
your seeds of hope, love and grace in all whom we meet.   

Help us to do this together in GFS as we grow and expand our horizons always keeping 
our eyes fixed on you.  We ask this in Jesus precious name.  Amen. 

Dear GFS ,KidsPlus and Kidzlink friends,  

Our year has begun and I know branches are well 

underway with excited children starting off for the year. 

We have a busy and exciting year ahead of us in GFS.  

The gathering of GFS friends in Wales this year is 

shaping up to be a wonderful time.  We are taking with 

us quite a group of people who have not yet had the 

pleasure of going to a World Council meeting and I 

hope are looking forward to a time of meeting with 

many new people, being a part of decision making at this 

level, of welcoming in our new World President – Val 

and her team and offering our support.  There will be 

also a majority who are no doubt looking forward to 

meeting up with friends from previous times and hearing 

all about the many inspiring ways to belong to GFS 

around the world.   We ask for your prayers as we 

contemplate this time and how we can bring back the 

exciting news and share it with our own dioceses to 

help them too feel a part of our worldwide organisation. 

Barbara and I are deep in discussions about our ideas 

and plans for our next gathering as Australian GFS 

members here in Hobart in 2015.  We are waiting on 

the University to set their fees for the coming year and 

then we will be able to set our fee for the council.  We 

discussed at our national executive meeting ways to 

make this affordable to younger members and help them 

to come and not be put off by the cost.  We hope to set 

fees very soon and will then have our brochures ready 
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From The Bible: 

“The grass withers, the flower fades; but the 

word of God will stand forever.” 

 
Isaiah 40:8 

 
 

 



for you to apply and register to come along.   

Earlier this month I went along to a birthday party.  

The birthday lady was turning 80.  She didn’t want a 

big fuss – so typical of the way that she has lived her 

whole life. She has been content to quietly work away 

in the background, ensuring that everyone has been 

comfortably looked after, finding the mundane tasks 

that no one else would want to do and getting them 

done.  She has a real strength of character underneath 

this quiet no fuss exterior.  Every day I know that she 

prays for a long list of people, faithfully exploring what 

it is to regularly be in communication with God.  Each 

week she has been to church with only some 

exceptional circumstances keeping her away or, her 

familiar response, when it might inconvenience 

someone else to help her get to church – she would 

never want to be a burden to someone.  She has been 

an inspiration to me, a model of what it means to 

quietly serve your Lord, to look for the best in 

everyone and do your best no matter of a reward.  I 

would hope that everyone knows someone like this. I 

do.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy birthday to my mum! 

With GFS love and prayers,  

Julie 

 

2. 

 

Grandmas Celebrate 

Two of our Grandmas, well one Great Grandma 

and one Grandma, have reasons to celebrate.  Both 

have welcomed into their families baby boys! 

 

Val Gribble and her family have welcomed with 

much love a beautiful little great grandson, Chaise 

Jai. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Says Val “He’s always asleep, so very cooperative.” 

Barb Phillips and her family were thanking God for 

the safe arrival of Ryan Noel Watchorn on 22nd 

November 2013.  Ryan is the first child for Barb’s 

youngest daughter, Erica and her husband Ben, and 

her sixth grandchild.  Teenage grandson Thomas 

was thrilled that Auntie Erica and Uncle Ben had 

given him a boy cousin!  Having six female cousins 

is great, but………….. 

 

Grandma is slightly 

concerned about 

some of the ”boy 

things” that Thomas 

has planned for him 

and Ryan to do!! 

 

 



3. 

Some Thoughts From Our National Chaplain 

There are so many things I 

would love to share with you.  

We have just returned home 

from our Executive Meeting 

and AGM in Melbourne and 

Julie has asked me if I would 

put a few words on paper for 

the next Australian Newsletter. 

The theme, as you will all know 

well now for this three period 

has been “Together We Will 

Grow” and in keeping with this, the past weekend 

we have explored “Seeds of Hope.”  One of the 

first activities we undertook as an executive was to 

take cards marked Seeds of Hope and write what 

“Seeds of Hope” we saw in each of the members 

sitting around the table with us.  Then we slipped 

them into decorated seed packets to be returned 

to each person.  What a wonderful gift to receive.  

Wish we could do this for each member of GFS, so 

they could take their seed packet away with them 

and when times get tough, they could open their 

packet, full of seeds of hope.  I know I will be with 

mine. 

Then on 

Sunday at 

our early 

morning 

service I 

asked 

everyone 

to consider the “Seeds of Hope,” God has planted 

when God created them and planted them on this 

earth.  I marvelled in awe at my own beginnings 

and how so much that I and many others would 

have thought impossible in my early years, has 

now become possible, with God.  That I should be 

able to hop on a plane and fly to Melbourne for the 

weekend to attend a meeting; That I should come 

as a priest; that I should come as the National 

Chaplain; that we should be preparing to go to 

World Council and become members of a World 

Team; and so much more!  Ahhh… the Grace of 

God. 

So as many prepare to head to World Council and 

many look to countries like Australia for guidance 

and resources, let us remember, reflect and 

refresh our lives knowing; “surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11  May we all find 

hope in knowing we are created by God, in God’s 

image, to not just be saved but to then fulfil the 

purpose God has planned/ planted within each of 

us. 

Reverend Cheryl Selvage 

A Prayer by Brooke Wescott 

Lord. Our God, in our weakness give us strength; 

support us in times of temptation.  Help us to do 

your work with good courage and to continue 

your faithful servants to our life’s end; in Jesus’ 

name. 

Amen. 



4. 

From Our Junior Delegate, Tegan Hudson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today was just another normal day, incredibly 

regular; in fact it was almost mundane. It was 

almost the same as yesterday, and tomorrow will 

be very similar. With such routine comes 

comfort; however I often find myself wanting to 

do more, to break free from the regular and 

make a difference in the world. 

But most days I just feel ordinary, too ordinary to 
make a difference. I am often reminded of my 

humanity and weaknesses. No matter how great 

my passion to instigate change, I struggle with my 

weaknesses. I get tired, I run short of time, I take 

the path of least resistance and I doubt my ability 

to do anything with my lack of experience. If I, or 

any of us, had to write a resume to prove 

ourselves worthy to serve the LORD, it would be 

entirely lacking. I would like to think that there is 

something special about me, something that 

enables me to be involved in such a magnificent 

ministry. But the truth is the opportunity to serve 

with GFS and all the opportunities that are ahead 

have nothing to do with me. I am in fact an 

extremely flawed and entirely regular human 

being. However, I am a child of the living God.  

The God who uses our weaknesses and humanity 

to demonstrate His strength and who blesses us 

with the opportunity to be involved in furthering 

His gospel in this world. I open my bible and all 

throughout I see how God uses the weak: Moses 

had a stutter, Abraham was too old, Jonah ran 

away from God’s call, Gideon was afraid, Peter 

denied Christ and Martha was a great worrier. I 

would guess that Mary Elizabeth Townsend also 

felt ordinary at times, unaware of how God 

would use her ministry to impact the lives of so 

many on a global scale. Despite the flaws in these 

people, God used them all to change the world 

and the course of history. When I dwell on the 

fact that the same Spirit that empowered these 

people (and raised Christ from the dead!) is 

available to me, my humanity become irrelevant. I 

am reminded that when I focus on my lack of 

abilities or my ‘skillset’ I have the entirely wrong 

mindset. This is because the same God loves me 

and will equip me with what I need to accomplish 

His will. God’s story for this world has nothing to 

do with me, it is nothing but a privilege that He 

calls me to be involved. God just requires that I 

make myself available, like Mary Elizabeth 
Townsend and those servants in the Bible were, 

and to fix my eyes on Him (not my lack of ability) 

and He will use me (and you) for His purposes. 

And as we serve we rest in the promise that God 

is ‘able to do immeasurable more that all we ask 

or imagine, according to His power that is at 

work within us’ (Ephesians 3:20). 

  

So I encourage you to continue to dream about 

the future for GFS, plan for growth and expansion 

and making yourself available for His service; 

knowing that the LORD is able to achieve more 

than you or I could ever imagine. And when you 

are stuck doing paperwork and organisation, or 

when you feel totally and utterly inadequate to 

make a difference at all; remember that it’s not at 

all about us. It is all about an extraordinary God 

who specialises in using ordinary people to 

accomplish His purposes, and what an incredible 

truth and privilege that is. 

Tegan 
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Here is my photo for 2014 –  

2 – sometimes we think our life is like rolling a 

dice – luck of the draw for what comes up for us.  

we know that we might see it like that but God 

has each step as part of His plan.   

0 – a roll of masking tape – a sticky product.  We 

will all have some sticky moments as the year 

unfolds, but we know that we can find solutions, 

get out of our mess with the help of prayer and 

those around us. 

1 – one spring onion – something growing, from 

the roots to the tip – God made just one of us, 

special, unique, different and a wonderful creation. 

4 – on my knitting needle – it could be the crafty 

part of life, the relaxation that we all need to 

balance out our work, play and worship of life.  Be 

still and listen to the calm quiet voice of God!  

So may your year be one to find out just how 

much God has you in the palm of his hand and 

then work to share this with others. 

 

 

Snapshot of a New Year  

This article appeared in the February edition of 

the Sydney GFS newsletter.  It was submitted by  

Doreen Jones. 

 

Ever wonder what would happen if we treated 

our Bible like we treat our mobile phone? 

What if we carried it around in our handbags or 

pockets? 

What if we flipped through it several times a day? 

What if we turned back to get it if we had 

forgotten it? 

What if e used it to get messages from the text? 

What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without 

it? 

What if we gave it to our children as gifts? 

What if we used it as we travelled? 

What if we used it in case of energy? 

 

This is something to make you go 

hm……………..where is my Bible? 

Oh, and one more thing 

Unlike our mobile phone, we don’t have to worry 

about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus 

already paid the bill. 

 

Makes you stop and think “where are my 

priorities”? 

And no dropped out calls! 

 

When Jesus died on the cross, He was thinking of 

you. 

Author: Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

Ponder This……….. 
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Prayer Needs 

We pray for many in our GFS family who are 

struggling with ill health.  We have so many have 

been battling against cancer and its devastating 

effects and treatments.  We lift before you Lord, all 

those who are caring for a family member or friend 

with cancer, for those in the medical areas who are 

treating them, for support with daily tasks that are 

becoming too much.  We pray for our friends in 

GFS who have recently been diagnosed and are 

now beginning treatment.  We ask for God’s 

guiding hand to give strength when their own in 

failing, courage when they don’t feel at all brave, 

for support to see it through to the end. 

We pray especially for Lyn Calvert as she is 

undergoing treatment.  We find encouragement in 

her doctor’s hopes for the course of drugs she is 

taking and the hope he offers.   

We pray for Lyn Vaak who has also had some visits 

to hospital in recent weeks and for her restoration 

to good health.   

We uphold all our frail members who are still so 

dear to us and give thanks for their continued love 

for us and us for them.  We remember with great 

fondness the life of Mona Moseley who lived to be 

100 and inspired many with her example of a 

Christian in action through GFS in Victoria.   

We pray for those affected by natural disasters 

that seem to be upon us over summer – fires in 

many areas, floods and cyclones that all damage 

homes and lives.  We pray for protection of 

everyone in these areas, for swift help to those 

needing it and for generosity from those who can 

give to assist.  We pray for Lauren and her family, 

and for all those living around Morwell in  

Gippsland, especially those who have had t leave 

their homes because of the smoke from the fires. 

We pray for World Council and Glenys and her 

team thinking particularly of Reverend David at her 

side assisting. We pray for solutions to problems, 

smooth flowing technology to assist their planning, 

for people to be available to offer their help in so 

many ways and for a sense of peace as the pace of 

preparations increases.  We pray for our entire 

Australian contingent as they plan and prepare for 

their time in Wales.  We pray for those in other 

countries who are to be financially assisted by 

generous funds that will make it possible for them 

to attend and share their GFS stories.  

We celebrate with joy the arrival of new babies.  

We join with Val as she welcomes her first great 

grandchild – Chaise Jai, born to Gemma in January.  

We congratulate Barbara as she enjoys her 

grandson, Ryan and the blessings to this family with 

his safe arrival.  We thank you Lord for new life 

and pray for the families bringing up these children 

and those of us who will surround them with your 

word and Love.   

As we approach Lent we seek to find renewed 

strength to overcome each day’s battles, to find 

the beauty of each day and to live it in accordance 

with God’s will and perfect desires for us.   

 

 



7. 

National Executive Meeting 

We met once again enveloped in the warmth of 

the welcome by Doug and Elizabeth Petering (and a 

44 degree day) in Melbourne in January.  We have 

been privileged to meet in their home for the past 

6 years and this has meant a great deal to the 

executive group and the way we can just get on 

with the business of meeting without any of the 

worries about venue/food and so on.  We do give 

you huge thanks for this gift of your hospitality.  It 

has been like visiting our family home to hold a 

meeting.   

We had a great deal to discuss and here is a 

summary of some of the main points. 

GFS Australia Website – We have not 

made any substantial changes to its layout 

for quite a while and it might be time to 

consider an overhaul to the various 

sections, how they are grouped, what we 

really want to have on our website and can 

we arrange and update it.  Barbara and I are 

going to meet in April (school holiday 

project for me!) to look at this overhaul.  

We do need lots of input from everyone to 

make it useful.  We would appreciate some 

comments about our website and I will 

send out a questionnaire for all dioceses to 

respond.   

Payment of our annual fees – we have 

moved the end date forward to the 30th 

April (from 30th June) to help us have all 

these fees received in time.  If you haven’t 

paid your fees by then you will not be 

eligible to vote at Australian council in 

January next year.  We also considered that 

fees will need to rise when we consider 

them at Australian council (we have been 

informed that we need to add on GST to 

our fees and will pay this out of our funds 

for the next year).   

Leader training – following a question about 

leader training we discussed what we might 

consider to be minimum requirements for a 

leader to have covered in her training. This 

will need to be a topic for much more 

discussion, hopefully at a workshop in 

Hobart for Australian Council.  

Revised and updated Code of Conduct – 

this is an integral part of our recognition of 

our need for a standard of behaviour that 

will endeavour to keep everyone safe and 

respected in our Christian community.  

Please ensure you are using the up to date 

version (of this and any other forms that 

come your way please). 

Motions for World Council - we have 

considered a few items that have been put 

into motions for World council.  We will 

circulate these to dioceses and particularly 

to those attending World Council in due 

course.   

National Council – as you would know our 

next Australian Council gathering is in 

beautiful Hobart, Tasmania – 6th – 11th 

January, 2015.  We are waiting for the 

University to give us final costing so that we 

can set our fee and distribute application 

forms.  We will send this via dioceses asap! 
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Use of our logo – we have had a logo for use 

now for quite a while. Just a reminder that 

according to the Rules of Association this 

one is to be used and not the older version 

with fancier scrolls to it.   

 We had a query about the use of “Croaky” 

and “Kidsplus+” logos.  We have the use of 

Kidsplus+ for another 10 years but are 

unsure about “Croaky” and the 

whereabouts of the croaky suits.  

Just a reminder that we will have positions 

vacant on our National Executive – 

namely the role of Vice Chairman (leading 

to be National Chairman in 2018). Please 

prayerfully consider offering yourself for 

this exciting position – God will help with 

the rest! Perhaps there is someone you 

would consider ideal for this role, they may 

just be waiting for a prompt from you to 

contemplate this.  

 

There is a document available on the use of the 

GFS Australia Inc logo which sets out the 

specific details of colour, size, etc.  If you 

would like one please contact the National 

Secretary. 

 

Renewal of Membership Forms have been sent to 

Diocesan Secretaries this week, along with some 

updated GFS Australia forms . 

A change to the date for receipt of Membership 

Renewals was approved by the National Executive at 

its meeting in January.  This decision was made to allow 

more time to chase up those Dioceses who do not have 

their Membership Forms in on time.  Last year we were 

still trying to get some back at Christmas time!  The 

date for return of forms is now 30th APRIL 2014. 

The Membership year runs from 1st July 2014 to 30th 

June 2015.  It is particularly important for those going 

to World Council to have current membership of GFS 

Australia Inc. 

 

PLEASE ensure that all previous versions of these 

forms are destroyed. 

 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  FEES 
 

National Executive Meeting continued 
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GFS Melbourne has begun a new era of ministry 

this year. As you may know, GFS Melbourne have 

been leasing their property for a number of years 

and have generated some income to use to extend 

children’s ministry across the Diocese. 

I was appointed to the role of KidsPlus+/GFS 

Liaison Officer, in February this year, in a part time 

consultant capacity, to assist in strengthening 

children’s ministry in parishes across the 

Melbourne Diocese. My role will involve liaising 

with parishes that wish to employ a children’s 

worker but cannot necessarily afford it. GFS 

Melbourne are providing funds to support a Parish 

employing a children’s worker for a maximum of 

10 hours per week for the first year & then phase 

out the financial support over a three-year period. 

So far, I have been in the job for 6 days!!! I have 

drafted a range of documents that explain this 

Children’s Ministry Support Package, along with 

application forms and other information, and I’m 

looking forward to showing you very soon our 

logo for this new ministry.  

This role is going to be a wonderful, God-given 

opportunity to encourage the ministry to children 

in Parishes and enable them to reach out to young 

people with the Good News of Jesus. GFS has such 

a wealth of experience, knowledge and depth in 

Children’s Ministry and this role and Support 

Package will be an important way for the ministry 

of GFS to continue by supporting other’s in their 

ministry.  

If you wish to know more about this new ministry 

initiative, please feel free to contact me (Helen 

P e t e r i n g )  o n  0 4 2 7  6 7 3  2 5 6  o r 

kidsplusgfs@gmail.com 

Helen Petering 

KidsPlus+/GFS Liaison Officer for Melbourne 

 

 

A NEW INITIATIVEA NEW INITIATIVE  

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!CONGRATULATIONS!!  

We send our love and best wishes to Jess 

(Lovejoy) who was married to Dave on January 

10th.  We send our prayers for a life filled to 

abundance with love, patience, kindness, joy, self 

control, peace, goodness and gentleness.  It was a 

beautiful day to share with family and friends and I 

know some very proud GFS friends were there to 

share in this special day. Doesn’t she look just 

beautiful!  

 Jess and Dad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The proud couple – now husband and wife!  

 

mailto:kidsplusgfs@gmail.com
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  GROWING TIPGROWING TIP  

 

 

This summer I have spotted two wriggly, black 

unwanted visitors to my place.  They are not what I 

want around my house (or worse still – inside it!!)  

Someone suggested that I put some containers of water 

at the edges of my property and that will make them 

content to stay there away from the temptation of my 

house where they are assuming there is water (it’s 

pretty dry here at the moment in Tasmania).   

I would rather like to put a lot of container at the edges 

of my property if it would take away the temptations I 

live with daily.  Boxes of chocolates, dreaming of a bill 

free life solved by a lucrative tattslotto win, my put it off  

for another day of exercise excuses, procrastinating 

over the jobs that need to be done, attempting to do it 

all by myself and not with God and so on… 

The snakes have very sneakily crept up on us, appearing 

without warning and by amazing stealth.  Just like those 

temptations.  I start off with good resolve – a walk a 

day, answering emails within a day or so, not eating the 

treats.  They almost seem like normal now, a part of my 

daily living to include the excuses, the extra biscuits, the 

missed opportunities.  But I am not so comfortable with 

the snakes being out there, somewhere.  If only I could 

see my shortfalls as I do those snakes and constantly 

live with a watchful eye as I step outside in my heavy 

boots.  Jesus has warned us to be watchful for the 

“thief in the night”.  He also offers us the opportunity to 

confess, take it to Him in prayer and send those 

temptations right back where they belong, out of our 

lives and leaving us free from their stranglehold.  So 

hopefully winter will take over, the snakes with go 

wherever they happily live for winter and leave me 

alone.  And I can start all over again, with a new resolve 

and a new life free from those previous burdens and 

temptations.   

mailto:juliesmith@iprimus.com.au
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